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EU Directive on Environmental Noise 

• Noise mapping and action planning (every 5 years) 
• Competent authority is Member State 
• Common approach, e.g. prediction method 

• Voluntary implementation as National Method (for planning 
procedures) 

• For railways:   
• Dutch method 1996 from 2007 – 2017 
• National method provided it was equivalent 
• From 2018: New Annex II: Cnossos-EU 
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Development of a method 
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Different methods, different values 
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It is all about the definition of the source terms ! 



Quality Framework (2015/996) 



Candidate critical parameters 

• Rail roughness (location dependent) 
• Squealing curves (location dependent) 
• Switches and turnouts (joints) 
• Steel bridges 
• … 

 
 



Cnossos Network  

• Share experience 
• Develop common strategies 
• Exchange data 
• … 
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